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PROGRESS SINCE THE FIRST 

CONFERENCE

MORE EMPHASIS ON PROCESSES

REFINEMENT OF OUR UNDERSTANDING

MATURATION OF CONSERVATION 
STRATEGIES

ACCEPTANCE AND USE OF NEW/REVISED 
IDEAS/CONCEPTS

MORE INFORMATION TO GUIDE THOSE 
THAT CONDUCT ACTIVITIES ON THE LAND

STILL LIMITED GUIDANCE FOR LAND 
MANAGERS

FOCUS OF THE CONFERENCE 

IS FOREST

NOT EVERYTHING WAS FORESTED

SOME SITES ARE/WERE PERMANENTLY 
OPEN (OVER CENTURIES)

SOME SITES ARE  TEMPORARILY OPEN 
(FOR A SEASON OR A FEW YEARS)

HOW DO WE OPTIMIZE THIS COMPONENT 
OF THE FORESTED SYSTEM TO MEET 
CONSERVATION GOALS?

I CHOSE EARLY SUCCESSIONAL HABITATS 
AS A DISCRIPTOR

MY CONCERN

DECREASING ANIMAL POPULATIONS

ACCEPTANCE OF LOWER POPULATION GOALS

TOO MUCH FOCUS ON SPECIES, POPULATIONS, 
OR SPECIFIC LIFE CYCLE EVENTS

POOR UNDERSTANDING OF POSITION IN TIME AND 
SPACE OR AN APPRECIATION FOR SCALE

A FETISH FOR STABILITY

DECREASING SUCCESS WITH INTENSIVE 
MANAGEMENT OVER THE LIFE OF A PROJECT

POOR RECOGNITION THAT YOUR BRAIN IS YOUR 
MOST IMPORTANT ASSET

HOW DO WE APPLY ALL THESE MORE REFINED 
CONCEPTS AND USE THE OLD AND NEW 
INFORMATION EFFECTIVELY?

HOW DO WE CHANGE??

RECOGNIZE THE HISTORICAL SETTING TO 
THE BEST OF OUR ABILITY

ASSESS THE CURRENT CONDITION OF 
THESE SETTINGS TODAY

BE REALISTIC ABOUT WHAT WE CAN APPLY 
AND WHERE

ESTABLISH REASONABLE HABITAT-BASED 
GOALS AND OBJECTIVES THAT GUIDE 
MANAGEMENT ACTIONS AS WELL AS WHAT 
SHOULD BE MONITORED TO EVALUATE, TO 
TRIGGER MANAGEMENT DECISIONS, AND 
TO ADD TO OUR KNOWLEDGE BASE

A NEW ERA

THE CHALLENGE OF MANAGING 
HIGHLY MODIFIED SYSTEMS

ïTHE HOLOCENE IS OVER

ïTHE ANTHROPOCENE IS 200 YEARS OLD

THE INCREASING DEMAND AND USE 
AND MISUSE OF WATER

THE APPLICATION OF TECHNIQUES 
WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING TIME AND 
SPACE
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WHAT ELSE IS IMPORTANT

GOOD INFORMATION GENERATED WITH SCIENTIFIC 
METHODOLOGY HAS ITS GREATEST VALUE WHEN PUT 
INTO THE ARTFORM OF MANAGEMENT

THE ART OF MANAGEMENT IS AS COMPLEX AND 
DEMANDING AS RESEARCH BUT THE INTELLECTS USED 
ARE MORE DIVERSE AND GENERALLY NOT HELD IN 
HIGH ESTEEM

YOUR BRAIN IS YOUR MOST IMPORTANT TOOL AND  
SHOULD DRIVE ACTIONS NOT EQUIPMENT, STAFF, OR 
FUNDING

THE CHALLENGE TO IMPROVE MANAGEMENT IS TO 
STIMULATE APPROPRIATE THINKING THAT EMPOWERS 
MANAGERS AND BIOLOGISTS TO GAIN CONFIDENCE 
AND TO IMPLEMENT ACTIONS THAT PROMOTE AND 
MAINTAIN ECOSYSTEM PROCESSES
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